
Bentonsport Heritage Day Festivities 
June 21, 2025 

10 am– 4 pm  Merchants open. Visit all seven air-conditioned shops and the Indian Artifact Museum and get your  
Railroad Ticket completely initialed. Return it to the Host Table to be eligible in a drawing to win a basket of 
gifts from the Shops. Need not be present to win. Also, visit arts and crafts vendors near the Rose Garden. 

 Demonstrations begin. Meet spinners, and join in a quilting project set up in the shade east of the  
Homeopathic Remedy Apothecary. 

 Haven Noble shares his remarkable Civil War tintype camera and photographs in the Bentonsport Park 
shelter house east of the Bentonsport pedestrian bridge. 

 Rendezvous. Enjoy the 1830s lifestyle of fur traders camped in the park east of the pedestrian bridge. 

 Book Signing in The Mason House Inn parlor. Meet Iowan Darcie McGrath, author of the supernatural 
novel Bramden House: Echoes. Her experiences at The Mason House Inn contributed to this book.  

 Van Buren County Naturalist Chloe Profitt is set up near the gazebo with a butterfly craft for children. 

 Wagon tours. Request a guide for either route to hear stories about early Bentonsport.  

 

 

 Food Vendors: Bently’s Burgers, The Bean Pot, Kettle and Carmel Corn, Heavenly Sweets. 

 Pie Sale. For a donation, Bentonsport Improvement Association offers homemade baked goods at Hawk 
Drive and Walnut Street. 

10:30 am Repairing Historic Windows demonstration by Terry Philips at the Odd Fellows Hall. To ride there, take 
the West wagon route. Demonstration repeated at 2:30 p.m. 

10:45 am Skit: The Plunkets and the Greefs interact in front of Sweet Maple Mercantile and Greef General Store. 

11 am Cherie Haury-Artz of the Office of the State Archaeologist interprets pictographs drawn by Mesquaki  
Chief Wacochaci in about 1830, showing more than 100 species of animals, birds and fish. Haury-Artz also 
will share Indian artifacts. This program repeats at 1 p.m. 

11 am – 3 pm  Mason House Inn serves walking tacos, root beer floats in the dining room. 

11:30 am –  Program and book signing for Allan Hogue, author of Farming on the Oxbow in the Greef General 
                  2 pm Store basement. This memoir is about a multi-generational family through the Roaring Twenties, Great  

Depression, technological advancements that changed agriculture, Viet Nam service, the career of a large  
animal veterinarian, and food safety issues with the USDA and World Health Organization. 

11:45 am Bentonsportians discuss temperance. Follow the temperance singer to where people will give  
testimony. What should the Iowa legislature do in 1858? Weigh in with your opinion or heckle or cheer.  
Select a sign to display. Mayor Green is in charge. 

1 pm Cherie Haury-Artz repeats her interpretation of the Mesquaki pictographs and artifacts at the park  
shelter house. 

2:30 pm Repairing Historic Windows demonstration by Terry Philips at the Odd Fellows Hall. To ride there,  
take the West wagon route. 

3:55 pm Drawing of shops’ gift basket at Host Table. 

4:00 pm  Close. Thank you for visiting Bentonsport National Historic District. Come back again soon. 

NOTE:  No ATMS in Bentonsport. All vendors take cash or check.  

Credit card use is limited among the shops and vendors. 

 

Bentonsport Improvement Association’s website is www.bentonsportheritage.org. 

Like us on Facebook at Bentonsport Historic District. 

The West Route boards at Walnut Street and 
Hawk Drive for a scenic ride in Bentonsport 
with a stop at the Odd Fellows Hall. 

The East Route boards at Sanford Street and Hawk 
Drive. Riders will be delivered to a stop for Treen,  
Old School Antiques, and the Indian Artifact Museum.  


